
Ile de la Reunion is a tiny volcanic island 
situated closely to the larger and much more 
visited island of Mauritius. Whilst masses of 
honeymooners and luxury travellers flock 
to Mauritius for the inevitable three S’s, 
it is only the savviest of these travellers 
that hop on a further 30 minute flight to  
explore La Reunion. 
Being a French colony and run under 
French government, it’s no surprise that the 
French make up 80% of the Island’s tourist 
population (but don’t let that put you off!). 
The island is a rich melting pot of cultures, 
combining a strong French heritage with 
Indian and Portuguese influences. Home 
to a mind-blowing diversity of landscapes, 
mountains, beautiful beaches, crystal 
clear lagoons and one of the most active 
volcanoes in the world, the island of la 
Reunion is a thrill seekers paradise.
Of course, all thrill seekers need a base 
camp during their stay, and LUX* 
Resort provides the perfect platform for 
exploration of the Island. Imagine energy 
restoring LUX* mattresses, a super slick 
concierge to organise all your adventures 
and deliciously dramatic restaurants in 
which to tell heroic tales of your day. 
Not to mention the white sandy beach, 
mouthwateringly blue sea and dusky pink 
sunsets, (just in case you fancy giving 
that relaxation thing a go). 
Situated on l’Hermitage, the island’s 
largest lagoon, LUX* opened it’s doors in 
2011 and is proud to present it’s guests a 
concept of ‘Island Light’. A product of the 
hotel’s rigorous rebranding process, ‘Island 
Light’ provides a lighter and brighter island 
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Seamlessly combining exotic island luxury with adrenaline fuelled 
activity lays a hidden island that has long been known as the Indian 
Ocean’s best kept secret.

experience that puts their LUX* stamp 
in every nook and cranny of the resort. 
The concept is playful and features whimsical 
pop-ups that magically appear around the 
hotel.  A secret honesty bar hidden in a 
tree, an open-air beach cinema under 
the stars, an ice-cream shack serving ‘ici’ 
ice-cream with fruits from the island are 
just a few ways in which LUX* plays 
around with their guests. A firm favorite 
is the message in a bottle, which is hidden 
around the hotel grounds for guests to 
discover. The lucky guest discovers a note 
in the bottle, which treats them to anything 
from a free massage to a free bottle 
of LUX* Scrucap wine. 
The LUX* ethos actively encourages their 
guests to try out as many activities on 
the island as possible. Everything can be 
arranged from the comfort of the concierge 
desk and if you need a little inspiration, 
the concierge staff are clued up about 
everything that this beautiful island has to 
offer.  The locals suggest that seven days is 
the optimum time to really get your teeth 
into the place, and holidaymakers often 
combine a visit to La Reunion with a stay 
on Mauritius for post action R&R.
The best way to begin your adventure on La 
Reunion is on foot. The Jurassic landscapes 
and varied microclimates set the perfect 
scene for trekking. Follow your guide and 
drink in the majestic mountain peaks from 
below as you delve further inland, towards 
the rural mountain villages of Mafat. Mafat 
consists of 800 habitants living in 10 
different villages across the mountains, who 
originally hailed from near by Madagascar. 
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After deceivingly stable stepping-stones, 
sharp inclines and breathtaking valleys, 
comes the first village of Cayenne. With 
a miniscule population of just 20, it is the 
smallest village within Mafat, and takes the 
phrase ‘back to basics’ to a whole new level. 
These tiny mountain villages financially rely 
on passing trekkers, welcoming them in 
for short lunch stops or overnight stays in 
a gite guesthouse. Refuel with a traditional, 
hearty creole curry and a shot of Island 

rum before beginning the next leg of your 
journey. Trekking routes in La Reunion can 
range from 3 hours to 12 days (so best 
advise any lady friends to bring more than 
just stilettos).
After seeing the sights from the ground, it 
would only seem right to see them from the 
sky too. No visit to La Reunion is complete 
without an exhilarating helicopter ride to its 
highest peaks. Swoop over the mountains, 
hover down waterfalls and skim the volcano 

waters. Sea turtles are very common in the 
lagoon, and are often spotted by kayakers 
and snorkelers. 
As darkness falls on La Reunion, LUX* resort 
becomes a hub of evening activity for it’s 
thrill seeking guests as they recall the day’s 
triumphs.  The three restaurants bustle with 
atmosphere as a soothing live acoustic set 
is echoed around the resort. Each restaurant 
has it’s own identity, menu and theme, 
giving a variety of dining options during 
their stay. 
The aptly named La Plage Restaurant is 
located directly on the beach in a gourmet 
beach shack style. With candlelit tables, 
fresh local seafood and the relentless 
lapping of the shore, this is seafront dining 
at its finest. Tableside show cooking brings 
an element of lighthearted performance to 
the dining experience and illustrates just 
how passionate and precise the LUX* chefs 
are about what they do. 
Start with a palm heart salad, garnished 
with fresh prawns, fried in garlic butter 
and local island rum.  The texture of the 
finely shredded salad combines perfectly 
with the succulent and flavorsome prawns. 
Follow with pan-fried Legine fish, served 

- this is no ordinary helicopter jaunt. End 
your flight by flying over the coastline, 
admiring the dappled contrast between the 
dark coral reefs and the turquoise waters. 
La Reunion is proud to offer travellers a 
plethora of unique activities, all of which 
are based around exploring the island. 
Horse riding, paragliding and mountain 
biking are just a few examples, but the 
activities don’t just stop on land. With a 
strong coral barrier surrounding the island, 
the waves can be spectacularly huge, 
making La Reunion one of the best surfing 
destinations in the world. Unfortunately, 
a recent series of surfer shark attacks on 
the coral barrier have put many cautious 
beginners off trying. Of course, the die-hard 
surfers can still be found out there catching 
the morning waves, but don’t say we didn’t 
warn you! Whale and dolphin watching 
boat trips provide a great alternative, and 
even guarantee to return you to to land 
with all limbs intact. 
The possibilities on La Reunion are endless 
and the beauty of staying at LUX* resort 
is that you can plan as much or as little 
as you want. LUX* offers classic activities 
with a twist, without even having to step 
outside the resort. The resort’s ingenious 
spin on traditional kayaking comes in the 
form of transparent kayaks. ‘Why hasn’t 
anyone thought of this sooner?’ certainly 
springs to mind.  The transparent kayaks 
are an exciting way to see the tropical fish 
and vibrant coral reefs through crystal clear 

Rates at LUX* Ile de la Reunion start 
from 222 EUR per double room per  
night on a room only basis.

For stays in two LUX* Resorts, or for 
honeymooners, a 35% discount applies. 
To book, for terms and conditions, and 
for more special offers visit the website: 
luxislandresorts.com

with superbly baked potato and delicious 
greens. (Legine is a white fish only found 
around the waters of La Reunion, making 
it one of the Island’s specialties). To finish, 
a light and tropical desert of papaya and 
pineapple carpaccio, served with home 
made pineapple ice cream.  
La Reunion is an unchartered treasure like 
no other place on earth.  For a truly exotic 
experience with an action packed twist, 
pack a suitcase and see it for yourself. 
Quick, before the secret is out. 


